THE   DRAMATIS PERSONS
Mme. de Montholon's departure she was left for two years without the society of a countrywoman, and she had to beg Lowe for the relief of a little company. No one made greater sacrifices in order to accompany Napoleon and her husband than Mme. Bertrand. She was fond of luxury and of society ; she was accustomed to play a leading part in a splendid court; she had, indeed, at Trieste, held a viceregal court of her own; her exquisitely beautiful children were approaching an age when their education would have to be her first object; but after the first paroxysm she went uncomplainingly to her tropical Siberia, and seems to have been a peacemaker in a community which, though small, afforded an unbounded field for that blessed calling.
Of the personality of M. and Mme. de Montholon we catch but a faint view, though their names are written large in the chronicles of the captivity. Moii-tholon was of ancient family, and claimed, indeed, to be by inheritance an English or Irish peer. One of his ancestors, it is alleged, had saved the life of Richard Coeur de Lion, and had been created in consequence Earl of Lee and Baron O'Brien, titles which, it is alleged, were inherited by Montholon, but which diligent research fails to identify. However that may be, he had been known to Napoleon ever since he was a child of ten years old, when, being in Corsica with his mother and step-father, M. de Sernonville, he had received mathematical lessons from the young Napoleon, then a captain of artillery. Afterwards he was at school with Lucien and Jerome, and with Eugene de Beauharnais. Hence he was, as may be supposed, closely identified with the career of Napoleon, and he was still further connected
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